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The Missouri Public Service Commission (MoPSC) respectfully requests additional

delegated authority to implement various area code conservation measures in the 314, 417,573,

636, 660 and 816 area codes in the State of Missouri. This request is the result of an extensive

review of central office code (NXX) exhaustion in Missouri and a subsequent finding by the

MoPSC that additional delegated authority is necessary for the MoPSC to adequately pursue

number conservation.

I. Background

Section 251(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 grants the Federal

Communications Commission (Commission) exclusive jurisdiction over numbering issues and

allows the Commission to delegate to state commissions all or any portion of such jurisdiction.

Pursuant to that section, the Commission delegated additional authority to state commissions in

the Pennsylvania Numbering Order. 1 The Commission also directed the Chief of the Common

Carrier Bureau to determine whether state commissions should be delegated additional authority

I In the Matter of Petition for Declaratory Ruling and Request for Expedited Action on the July 15, 1997
Order of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Regarding Area Codes 412, 610, 215, and 717 and the
Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, NSD File No. L-97­
42, CC Docket No. 96-98, FCC 98-224. (Released September 28, 1998).
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to implement innovative or experimental area code number conservation efforts. Following the

Commission's Order, the state commissions of California, Florida, Massachusetts, New York

and Maine each petitioned the Commission and received additional authority to implement

various area code conservation and relief planning measures.2 The additional number

conservation measures granted by the Commission include thousands-block pooling trials;

establishing usage thresholds; reclamation of unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of

those codes; establishing numbering allocation standards; requiring sequential number

assignment; hearing and addressing claims of carriers seeking numbering resources outside of

the rationing process; maintaining rationing procedures for six months following area relief;

requiring the submission of utilization data from all carriers; implementing NXX code sharing;

and auditing carriers' use of numbering resources.

II. Number Exhaustion in Missouri

The State of Missouri is experiencing a rapid exhaustion of numbers similar to the

problems experienced by the states of California, Florida, Massachusetts, New York and Maine.

Missouri currently has 43 incumbent local exchange carriers and approximately 47 certified

competitive local exchange carriers that all may require NXX codes to provide service. In 1996

the MoPSC implemented a geographic split of the 314 numbering plan area (NPA) by adding the

2 In the Matter of Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications and Energy's Petition for Waiver of
Section 52.19 to Implement Various Area Code Conservation Methods in the 508, 617, 781. and 978 Area Codes,
CC Docket No. 96-98, NSD File No. L-97-19, FCC 99-246 (September 15, 1999); In the Matter of Califomia Public
Utilities Commission Petition for Delegation of Additional Authority Pertaining to Area Code Relief and NXX Code
Conservation Measures, CC Docket No. 96-98, NSD File No. L-98-136, FCC 99-248 (September 15, 1999); In the
Matter of Florida Public Service Commission Petition to Federal Communications Commission for Expedited
Decision for Grant of Authority to Implement Number Conservation Measures, CC Docket No. 96-98, NSD File
No. L-99-33, FCC 99-249 (September 15, 1999); In the Matter of the State of New York State Department of Public
Service Petition for Additional Delegated Authority to Implement Number Conservation Measures, CC Docket No.
96-98, NSD File No. L-99-21, FCC 99-247 (September 15, 1999). In the Matter of Maine Public Utilities
Commission Petition for Additional Delegated Authority to Implement Number Conservation Measures, CC Docket
No. 96-98, NSD File No. L-99-27, FCC 99-260 (September 28, 1999). In addition to these five states, pending
before the Commission are the requests for additional number conservation authority by the state commissions from
New Hampshire, Wisconsin, Connecticut, and Texas.
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573 NPA due to this exhaustion and released almost 250 NXX codes for the St. Louis area.

However, as more competitors entered the competitive telecommunications market and as the

growth of second lines, cellular service, paging, residential and business service continued in the

314 NPA, it was necessary for the MoPSC to initiate a second geographic split of the 314 NPA.

The new split will add a 636 NPA and will take affect in February 2000. This year in the 816

NPA, the MoPSC implemented a geographic split as a result of number exhaustion in Kansas

City and the surrounding area. Despite these recent geographic splits, the MoPSC received

notice from the North American Numbering Plan Administration (NANPA) that it has already

begun scheduling industry meetings to begin additional relief planning for the 314 NPA and the

816 NPA. Number exhaustion continues in Missouri at a rapid pace and additional authority is

necessary for the MoPSC as it strives to take the appropriate measures necessary to assure that

the requirements of 47 C.F.R. § 52.9(a) are met.3

III. Additional Authority Requested

To address the rapid exhaustion ofnumbers in Missouri, the MoPSC respectfully requests

the Commission delegate to the MoPSC the authority to implement the following:

• Thousands-block pooling trials;

• Establish usage thresholds;

• Reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of those codes;

• Establish numbering allocation standards;

• Require sequential number assignment;

3 47 C.F.R. § 52.9(a) requires the administration of numbers to: "(1) Facilitate entry into the
telecommunications marketplace by making telecommunications numbering resources available on an efficient,
timely basis to telecommunications carriers; (2) Not unduly favor or disfavor any particular telecommunications
industry segment or group of telecommunications consumers; and (3) Not unduly favor one telecommunications
technology over another."
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• Hear and address claims of carriers seeking numbering resources outside of the

rationing process;

• Maintain rationing procedures for six months following area relief;

• Require the submission of utilization data from all carriers;

• Implement NXX code sharing; and

• Audit carrier's use of numbering resources.

By granting the MoPSC the additional authority to implement the above measures, the

Commission will ensure a more effective use of Missouri's numbering resources.

IV. Conclusion

At this time the MoPSC has not determined which of the requested measures is best for

Missouri's area codes. However, it is necessary that the MoPSC be allowed the full range of

options available to ensure its ability to implement the measure best suited for a particular area

code. For these reasons, the MoPSC respectfully requests that the Commission delegate to the

MoPSC the additional authority to implement the number conservation measures contained

herein for the 314, 417,573,636,660 and 816 area codes in the State of Missouri.
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Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE
General Counsel

Marc Poston
Senior Counsel
Missouri Bar No. 45722

Attorneys for the
Missouri Public Service Commission
P. O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-8701 (Telephone)
(573) 751-9285 (Fax)

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to all counsel of
record as shown on the attached service list this 1st day ofNovember 1999.
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